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Organising a service of Confirmation in 2022
At the moment of confirmation, the candidate affirms for themselves the faith into which they were baptised (perhaps many years before) and their intention to live a life of committed discipleship. This affirmation is confirmed through prayer and the laying on of hands by the bishop. The Church also asks God to give the candidate power through the Holy Spirit to enable them to live in the way of Jesus.
Making arrangements for a Confirmation Service.
Confirmation services are booked through the Bishop of Leicester’s Chaplain, on 0116 270 3390 or email bishops.chaplain@leicestercofe.org. The Chaplain will liaise with the Bishops about which of them will preside at the service.

1. In 2022 a number of dates have already been allocated for deanery confirmations, these dates have be circulated to Area Deans; extra dates will be in short supply so ministers are encouraged to bring candidates to one of these deanery services if at all possible.

2. The bishops ask that presenting ministers take responsibility for giving all confirmation candidates appropriate and adequate preparation for this important step in the life of discipleship, including receiving communion. 
3. Candidates can also be baptised during this service, or received into the Church of England, but again the local ministers are asked to ensure that they are properly prepared. 
4. The minimum age for candidates is 12, unless there are exceptional circumstances.  

5. We encourage each candidate to have a ‘sponsor’ from within the local church (different to a God-parent) – someone who will encourage them in faith and develop their ministry. 

6. The Bishops ask that, as part of their preparation for confirmation, ministers help candidates to prepare a short written paragraph on “My faith story and why I want to say ‘yes’ to God.”  Please send these to the Chaplain at least a week before the service as they help the Bishops prepare and pray for the candidates.

7. The Bishop’s Chaplain may ask candidates to film a video testimony after the service. 


8. The minister of the ‘host church’ usually takes responsibility for the organisation and planning of the service, in liaison with the Area Dean or other clergy as appropriate. The Bishop’s Chaplain must sign off all orders of service in advance. 
9. Confirmation forms (Appendix 1) should be filled in prior to the service by all ministers presenting candidates and the Bishop’s Chaplain will retain these after the service. They can also be emailed to the Bishop’s Chaplain.  
10. Publicity consent forms (Appendix 2) also needs to be completed and returned to the Bishops Chaplain one week prior to the service. 
11. It is always helpful if there is a rehearsal for the service involving the candidates and the presenting ministers. On the day the candidates stand in a semi-circle for confirmation and the Bishop comes to each one in turn. 
12. The Bishop will meet the candidates 15 minutes prior to the service starting 

13. The host church is also asked to carefully consider any accessibility issues. Buildings may need adaptations in order to warmly welcome worshippers with disabilities or Special Educational Needs. Our Diocesan Disability Adviser can offer more advice. 
Preparing the Order of Service

14. In order to make this a special occasion and user-friendly for visitors, please prepare a special order of service including all the hymns – in paper form or on Powerpoint if that is your usual practice – and ensure large print copies are available. Please let the presiding bishop, through the Chaplain, have a draft Order of Service in word format at least two weeks before the event.
15. The liturgy should be taken from Common Worship and will normally include the Eucharist. Templates of the service are attached as Appendix 3 and 4 (depending on whether Baptism is also included). The bishop expects that the intercessions and the commission will be omitted in most services.

16. The service should reflect the appropriate season of the Church’s year; although the liturgical colour is always red. (We do not carry out confirmations during Lent).  
17. Additional liturgy is needed if the service contains affirmation of baptismal faith or reception into the Church of England and this can be found on the C of E website.
18. If you would like to personalise the order of service with candidates names, please feel free.  

19. Where the service is for several parishes, please consider reflecting the breadth of tradition represented by these churches (if relevant), and the likelihood of those attending not from a church background. 
20. Please consult with the Chaplain about the readings to be used. On a Sunday it is usual to use the readings set for the Principal Service, but the bishops may also have specific readings that they would like to include. You may also have special requests from candidates or ministers (ie texts used in confirmation preparation).
21. The bishop will preach and preside at the Eucharist. It is helpful if local ministers can prepare the table and assist, especially with the distribution of communion. 
22. Testimonies by candidates during the service can help to make it more meaningful but also add to the length. Alternatively, the short written paragraphs on “My faith story and why I want to say ‘yes’ to God” might be made into a separate booklet.  
23. At the point when the collection is made please include in the Order of Service the following words: “Today’s collection will go towards the bursary fund for the Community of the Tree of Life, to enable young people to join our new monastic community without cost being a barrier.”
24. Please ensure that a list of the candidates’ names and local churches is included inside the front cover of the Order of Service, and that this is emailed to the Bishops’ Office at least two weeks before the service so they can be praying for the candidates. 
25. Please carefully consider candidates’ needs. They may need to see the order of service in advance to better understand the structure and required speaking elements. Other special provisions may include Braille copies, or printed on coloured paper to help with ease of reading. Our Diocesan Disability Adviser can offer more advice. 
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