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Sence Valley Mission 
Partnership 

Hugglescote with Donington-le-Heath, 
Ellistown and Snibston 

With the benefit of assistance from the growth fund we ran 
the TryPraying campaign between Easter and Pentecost as 
part of a whole deanery mission across the whole of North 
West Leicestershire Deanery. 

Overall, I think TryPraying was an excellent way of involving a 
wide cross section of the congregation in mission. I think it 
has raised consciousness and has provided a great way for 
people to go to their neighbour or friend and talk about faith. 
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Deanery 

The Deanery of North West 
Leciestershire is make up of 
clusters including: 

• The Flagstaff Family of 
Churches 

• Living Stones Mission 
Partnership 

• The Sence Valley Mission 
Partnership 

• The Woodfield Team Ministry 

Chapter 

The North West Leicestershire 
Deanery Chapter meets 
monthly, moving around our 
Deanery. We are lead by Rev 
Canon Vivien Elphick our Area 
Dean. 

Deanery  

We are a former mining area, 
with much new housing, and a 
mixture of rural and suburban, 
and some urban areas. Within 
the Deanery there are some 
areas of deprivation.  

nwldeanery.org.uk

NWL DEANERY 
Report on the 2019 TryPraying Initiative for The Growth Fund
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The entire effectiveness of the mission is in God’s hand but 
nevertheless awareness has been raised in the church and in the local 
community of the imperative to pray. 

In this parish we gave out 200 prayer booklets: 

We gave out the children’s booklets through:

✦ Through our services – we asked congregation members to use it 
and lose it – to give it away with a conversation 

✦ At the Fresh expression Jacob’s Ladder it was given to those who 
come along – most of whom are fringe to faith and the church. 

✦ In pastoral situations – some of them to people recently bereaved
✦ Through boxes erected near the banners – people could help 

themselves
✦ Through messy church when we ran a session exploring prayer and 

hearing God in prayer using the story of Elijah hearing God in the 
silence

✦ Through the coffee morning 

We gave out the children’s booklets through:

❖ The Church Lads and Church Girls Brigade
❖ The family services 
❖ The afterschool groups at Ellistown 
❖ We used the young person’s booklet with the teenagers who come 

to the older after school group. 

All the booklets went, it was great to see that the ones in the boxes 
were taken away.  

The responses showed: 

✦ that the booklet was liked a lot, that it prompted and aided people 
in their own prayers, that it was easy to carry around and use to 
talk to people, that being part of a wider campaign was a good 
idea, people had a sense of being involved in something bigger. 

✦ The booklets were given to friends, neighbours family, and left in 
some public places including a bird hide. 

✦ In terms of responses, ‘they said they would give it a go’, ‘we talked 
about it’, ‘one friend, not a church goer, said she had read it 
through again and again’. Others were positive.  

✦ The suggestions about what we should do now reflected people’s 
desires to enter more into prayer, to learn to pray out loud, to have 
confidence to pray with those who are sick, to have the campaign 
as an annual event.

✦ One of the best responses I had was a man who stopped me when 

NWL Deanery Page �  of �2 11 Diocese of Leicester

Feedback and 
Response 

The campaign was noticed! There 

were remarks from a number of 

people about noticing the 

banners across the area and the 

impact that they had.  

Members of the congregations 

bought into the campaign with 

many of them coming back for 

more booklets to give away.   

We held a Pentecost evening 

service for the mission 

partnership to conclude the 

TryPraying mission, people from 

across seven churches came 

together to worship and pray for 

those who had received the 

booklets and to hear some 

stories about people’s responses. 

It was a good service which 

brought people together and 

encouraged us all.  

I used Gill Pinnington’s (Christ 

Church Coalville) example and 

asked the congregations to fill in 

a response form: 

What was good about 

TryPraying? 

✦ Who (in general terms) did you 

give your TryPraying booklet 

to? 

✦ Have you had a response? 

✦ What should we do now?  
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I was walking the dog because he wanted to tell me about answer to prayer he had experienced. He 
felt he could tell me whereas his mates would laugh at him. He had noticed the banners and prayed 
for a situation concerning his wife. 

Follow Up 

The ministry team had already planned to run an Alpha Prayer Course by way of follow up. We now 
plan to begin this in the Autumn, centred in people’s homes, setting up small groups or cells that can 
come together and learn to pray together. The planning for this is underway. The intention is to bring 
prayer into the centre of the church life, to continue to talk and preach about the importance of 
prayer and to provide a space and a way where people can discover that more deeply for themselves. 
We want it to have a broad appeal, be easily accessible and largely lay led.   

Olwen Woolcock 

Rector: The Parish of Hugglescote with Donington, Ellistown and Snibston, in the Sence Valley 
Mission Partnership

Coalville with Bardon and Ravenstone Benefice 

✦ Each church put up their Banner before Easter

✦ Every Sunday in Lent we drew attention to what it was all about in our services and our Bible Study 
groups.

✦ At each service we showed one of the introductory DVD’s from the Try Praying website.

✦ During Lent we encouraged people to use the ‘Catching the Wave’ 40 day prayer guide which they 
either bought themselves or downloaded.

✦ We put an article about Try Praying in our Parish Magazine.

✦ On Easter Day every member of the congregations were given the 7 day prayer guide. We used them 
and passed them on.

✦ At Pentecost we had the opportunity to write down our experiences of what we thought of the 
booklets, what we did with them and suggestions of what we should do next.

✦ We had booklets left over which we gave away at our summer events such as ‘Picnic in the Park’, our 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic, our BBQ, Munch Mob holiday club etc.

✦ We ordered some smaller leaflets which we are giving out with other events, for example, our 
Baptism visits, Toddler Group etc.

✦ On Pentecost Sunday Sence Valley Mission Partnership celebrated our Try Praying initiative with a 
joint service at Hugglescote.

Rev Gill Pinnington, Team Rector
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Benefice of Ibstock and Heather 

We had 2 banners and 30 adult books; the Woodfield Team gave us 
some extras plus some children’s versions. 

We had the Trypraying banners up outside both churches between 
Easter and Pentecost. They were noticed and a number of people 
commented on them in both villages. One lorry driver stopped and said 
he’d seen loads of them in the area.  

Ibstock church
We had worked with Trypraying before and church members had had 
the books last year and given them away. This time we adopted a 
different approach. Our churchwarden gave the children’s books to 
families she knew and the pastoral assistant took them into Y2 children at 
St Denys CE infant school, where they were well received.  

All the adult books have gone 
and we encouraged church 
members to take them to their 
work places which they did. Others were taken to the local 
hairdressers, to the doctor’s waiting room and to the dentist’s 
surgery. Some were given to those visiting the church. 

Heather church
All the books were given to church members to give to others. 

Living Stones Mission Partnership 

ST DAVID’S BROOM LEYS 

In our grant application we stated the following:

We have been inspired by the stories from the TryPraying organisation of TryPraying as a missional 
opportunity to encourage people in our community to understand the value of prayer and who they 
are praying to and in doing so to connect with the people of the Church. 

We intend to:

✦ Circulate a TryPraying leaflet to all 4000 homes in our Community with the Easter Card that we 
post through each door to bring awareness of the value of prayer. The Easter Card has a prayer on it.

✦ Issue a TryPraying booklet to each member of the congregation to hand away to a friend

✦ Issue TryPraying booklets to each Primary School child

✦ Issue TryPraying Booklets to each High School child
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Heather church banner

Ibstock Church Banner
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✦ Circulate TryPraying booklets into our Care Home and Home visits.

✦ Display 2 TryPraying Banners along with other Churches.

✦ Other Churches in our area are also taking part.

Following this initiative we will link into TryPraying with an open Church for prayer during Thy 
Kingdom Come and then an invitation weekend to events we have yet to organise in order that people 
can explore prayer and their faith in more depth. These events may well include an Alpha course.

The outcomes we would like to see are:

✦ Encouraging prayer in our community and a connection to Church to support them. We will 
measure this through conversations and feedback

✦ To see God’s Holy Spirit move in our community through our faithfulness in prayer. We hope to 
sense this movement in our Church prayers and discernment

✦ To see people come to the events we organise. We will measure this through the number of people 
attending.

✦ To see people come to faith. We will measure this through the number of people professing a new 
faith in Jesus Christ.

These are our Outcomes and feedback 

We successfully circulated a TryPraying leaflet to over 4000 homes in our Parish. Since we have 
completed this we have all felt a different and more peaceful spirituality in Broom Leys. In 
conversation we have been told that the leaflets were welcomed and we have received only one 
complaint from a resident who did not want religious literature.

We successfully distributed a TryPraying booklet for Children into all of our Community Primary 
Schools. The booklets were welcomed by all the children and staff who were given the option to take 
one or not to take one.

We have planned to distribute TryPraying Youth booklets to all young people in our Community High 
School in September. The school wish us to talk to students in small groups about prayer before 
distributing the booklets.

Each member of the congregation gave out their booklet to friends and family and we held a service 
on Pentecost Sunday where congregation members gave us feedback and stories about how the 
booklets had been received. There were many encouraging stories that surprised our congregation 
about how well the booklets were received and welcomed. This has given them more confidence to 
talk about their faith.

We prayed during ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ for those we had given booklets to and then invited them to 
an Open Air Service on 30th June. This was a brave step for our congregation and we had over 100 
people come to a wonderful service followed by Lunch and Garden Games. There were many 
discussions about faith that took place on that day and people were openly prayed for.
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We are now planning to further invite people to more services and to hold an Alpha Course.

Revd Andy Rhoades (Vicar)

St John the Baptist, Whitwick 

All members of the church were given a booklet 
to prayerfully give to whomever they felt God 
guided them to give it to. For example someone 
met a stranger in hospital and after striking up a 
conversation felt it right to offer them the 
booklet which was gratefully received. Leaflets 
were distributed to Year 6 pupils at the 5 primary 
schools in the Benefice and two of the sessions 
from the Youth version were used as thought 
provokers at our ‘Whatever’ youth club.

We had the banner up outside church and it was 
great to see another one in the village outside the 
Methodist church. We fixed a leaflet box on a 
gatepost on a busy path that passes the church 
and put two or three leaflets in it at a time. We 
were delighted to see a steady stream of leaflets 
being taken. In fact we had to buy 20 more 
leaflets to meet the demand!

We can never know all the way that God may 
have used the initiative. The TryPraying initiative 
has definitely encouraged a number of people in the Church pray more regularly for opportunities to 
be a link in events that God chooses to draw people to himself. Receiving and reading a TryPraying 
leaflet, or just seeing the banner can be one of those events. There have been frequent intercessions 
for those who have taken and received leaflets. We have set ourselves the task of someone  ‘prayer 
walking’ every street in the parish, praying God’s blessing on those who live in the houses, businesses 
and schools we pass. Good progress has been made and we are colouring in roads on a map to keep 
track of progress.

Brian Skinner (on behalf of Rev Liz Angell, who is on sabbatical)

The Flagstaff Family of Churches 
We displayed banners at five of our seven churches.  (Of the other two, one is owned by the National 
Trust and we are unable to affix anything to the fabric.  The other is land-locked in private land, with 
no passing footfall.)

At St Helen's, Ashby de la Zouch and at St Mary's and St Hardulph's, Breedon on the Hill, we put 
three simple prayer stations in church, each based around one of the psalms.  The stations invited 
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people to give thanks, to lament, and to be still.  Try Praying booklets 
were available alongside the stations, and in St Helen's people were 
invited to take away a brand new Bible, too.

St Helen’s Ashby 

At St Helen's, Try Praying was 
launched in our All-Age 
Worship service called 'Ten Top 

Tips for Praying'.  Everyone who came to church was given a 
Try Praying booklet with an explanation of how to use it.  
During the Ten Days of Prayer, Revd Mary Gregory met with a 
local Beaver Colony to teach them how to pray.  She taught 
them 'teaspoon prayers' (thank you, sorry, please) and gave 
them each one of the children's Try Praying booklets.

Outside St Helen's, we attached a 
perspex box to the gates inviting 
people to take a booklet.  This was regularly emptied of booklets.

Holy Trinity Ashby 

Holy Trinity made TryPraying the focus of an All Age Worship service, 
encouraging young and old to take and use the booklets before offering 
them to friends and family. We had a waterproof leaflet box on the 
roadside from which a few booklets, for adults and children, were taken.

St Mary’s Coleorton 

At St Mary's, Coleorton, members of our Messy Church were given 
booklets at a session where we focused on prayer: on being 
persistent in prayer, on seeing how prayer changes things; on making 
a holder for a prayer candle; on praying for five people to come to 
know Jesus Christ.

St Matthew’s Worthington 

St Matthew’s is the parish church for the villages of Newbold and 
Worthington. Our Church Warden, Christina Walmsley, gave out the 
children’s booklets at school assembles at both villages primary schools. We 
also encouraged church members to take the booklet and to use it themselves 
for a week before giving it away.

Other Churches and schools 

NWL Deanery Page �  of �7 11 Diocese of Leicester



Growth Fund Report TryPraying July 2019

Try Praying booklets for adults were given out at our other churches, too, at All Saints, Isley Walton, 
and at Holy Trinity Staunton Harold.  Every child at St Hardulph's and Viscount Beaumont Primary 
schools were given Try Praying booklets.

Mary Gregory (Team Rector) and Tim Phillips (Team Vicar)

The Woodfield Team of Churches 
In our deanery application to the Growth Fund, we listed a number of aims/ hopes for this TryPraying 
endeavour:  

1. Deepening of prayer life in churches 

2. Deepening spirituality in communities at large so connecting with what the church is really about  

3. Encouraging of prayer in schools 

4. Deepening of confidence is using the material and passing it on and sharing faith  

5. People come to know Jesus 

The Woodfield Team of 8 churches received: 8 Banners, 400 ordinary books, 125 youth copies and 65 
children’s. 

The Banners. 

All 8 banners were displayed outside the churches between 
Easter and Pentecost: 

And as you can see they were. Comment was made by many 
that they had seen these banners and those outside churches 
across the deanery. Clearly it made an impact as had been 
intended. As well as the banners, we had plastic boxes outside 
alongside the banners so that the TryPraying books could be 
taken and used; this was alongside books in church which 
could be taken. The books in the boxes were numbered and 
church members prayed for the people who’d taken them. We 
cannot tell what the impact of that is, but the praying for those 
people goes on. 

  We hit only one issue with the banners when a resident at 
Norton juxta Twycross who had been bereaved complained 
when she could see the banner and prayer hadn’t worked for 
her; sadly she wouldn’t let anyone go to talk to her. Once 
moved another resident complained that he didn’t like the 
look of it! It’s interesting that that reaction was prompted in a 
small village which hardly notices its church normally. At 
Packington some books were thrown into the brook but we 
prayed for those who’d done it. Who knows the effect of that? 

The banners have been kept and will be used again.  

Were the books given away? 
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Well, we had 400 ordinary books and we had to buy another 100 as they all went. The Youth copies went 
to all Year 6 children in our 4 church schools and were well received. The children’s copies went to our 
Ready Steady Stick children. It was surprising how many were taken from the boxes e.g. Measham saw 
20 go as well as some from inside church; Donisthorpe (a village where we get much anti-religion 
feedback) saw 23 taken and Packington had 40 taken.  

What were the outcomes? 

It was always going to be difficult to measure outcomes to a project like this in the lives of church 
members and those beyond, so some case studies:  

From Swepstone:
M was homeless, alcohol and drug dependant living on the streets in the city of Leicester. A bit of a sorry 
sight. Meeting a cousin at a family funeral he accepted an offer to come and live with him in the quite 
isolated village of Newton Burgoland. The both struggled often not making ends meet, with no money 
for food or electric. God drew M to the local church, though at the time he didn’t realise it, ‘just felt’ he 
needed to come. He found the Trying Praying book helpful and soon found he was being supported and 
encouraged by the small congregation, with food and one particularly, finding him (and getting him to) 
work as a labourer. Not only has try praying encouraged him in his own relationship with Jesus, he has 
experienced the body of Christ in the relationships with others and found them to be encouraging too, 
knowing he is loved by God he is taking more care of himself clean, shaven and groomed and wanting 
to give where he can of time and effort, helping others and the church that has become his spiritual 
home. There has been such a difference in him that his cousin has now also come along a number of 
times as he searches for what M has found. 

From Measham:
Book given to a fellow patient who said she’d try it. Church member did actually meet the lady again 
who had used it and said she felt so different that she could dare to go on holiday. 

Given to a church member’s granddaughter who read it and said she now understood where her 
grandmother was coming from better; then it was given to the other granddaughter who gave it to her 
partner and the book is now going round his friends in Burton. 

A niece was dismissive of all things religious but did read it and passed to a friend.  

“I had been talking with a neighbour across the garden fence about prayer a few weeks ago, so thought 
he would be the perfect recipient of my ‘Try Praying’ book. However, he’s been away since the books 
came out and I’ve been patiently waiting. Then one day, our hairdresser and friend was cutting my hair; 
she’s going through a traumatic separation and probable divorce, so I was asking her how she was faring 
in her troubled times, mentioning that she was in our thoughts and prayers, for which she was grateful. 
Things for her, however, had turned from bad to worse – a trapped nerve which was affecting her work 
and her daughter had been dumped by her boyfriend a week before A levels started. I was not only able 
to offer advice for the daughter’s situation from my own educational experience, but had ‘Try Praying’ to 
hand to offer our friend, with a few words that it might be helpful. Our friend has said she will give it a try 
and we wait, prayerfully, to see what happens. PS I still plan to pass a book to the neighbour” 

Book given to a friend just bereaved. Lady was delighted. 

Gave to my carer who brought it back so gave to 2nd carer: the 1st carer told the 2nd that she found it 
very helpful 

From Packington:
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“It was school picking up time, I heard the flap on the box the other side of the wall open and close. ‘Not 
another one’ I heard a grandparent say, ‘you had one last week’ ‘but I gave that one to mom and I want 
to give this one to Aunty L she is coming tomorrow’ came the reply of a mini missionary, who had not 
only no fear in taking and giving the trying praying book, she did it with excitement and joy!” 

From Donisthorpe
✦ K at Donisthorpe has given away 4 to friends. One who has been in turmoil has used and decision to 

move house made; 2nd who depressed found helpful. 
✦ Book given to a neighbour who is terminally ill. 
✦ Give to friend in Rugby who very appreciative 
✦ Another given to a widow following her husband’s funeral 
✦ Given to couple having their banns read 
✦ copies left in local shop and pub 
✦ Handed out at family service 
✦ Given to lady in care home and another resident seen reading it 

Other Opportunities 

  We have been giving the books to baptism families and wedding couples. A batch were left in the local 
dentist. 

Church members 

  For some the whole process was agony in terms of giving the books away; some say they are still 
waiting for the right person to give it to. Hopefully all have used it themselves to refresh their own prayer 
lives. At our united Woodfield team service on 30th June, we talked about the TryPraying venture. 

The feedback: 

✦ Reminds us never to stop praying and asking; to always give thanks and it makes people think. 
✦ Many banners were fastened between trees: made me think that prayer is close to nature. 
✦ I did it on line via e-mail and it was really good. I am now doing a follow up. I passed on the booklet 

but no response yet. 
✦ Readily accepted and enjoyed – was a good thing. 
✦ Good project: more effective because of limited time scale bite sized chunks helping people to pray. 
✦ A really good booklet; I was sad to pass it on. It made praying more normal and accessible. 
✦ Very exciting to engage with. Haven’t passed it on yet but will do (honestly). 
✦ We fund passing the book on to someone very difficult. As a cop out we did leave it in the holiday flat 

we rented. Perhaps someone may pick it up. 
✦ Keep asking: he doesn’t count the number of times you ask. Banners put prayer out there. 
✦ Great reaction from my project team to TryPraying booklets because planning doesn’t always work. 
✦ At times it helped me with my unbelief when sometimes I feel God is not there. 
✦ Taught me a lesson not to prejudge – I was very surprised how many were taken from the gate. 
✦ When it was lying about, you came across it and looked at it and found something new. 
✦ Difficult to pass on to someone. 
✦ Banner was a talking point (mainly positive) to a neighbour. 
✦ I gave it to my older grandchildren. 
✦ I left mine in the doctor’s surgery and plan to take one to the garage repair shop 
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Overall Evaluation 

As a team we are pleased with how our ‘TryPraying’ campaign has gone, we set out knowing that this 
would be difficult to evaluate as God works not just publicly but privately and in a time that is right which 
is not always immediately visible to us, impatiently waiting in the here and now. But we have a God of 
surprises, and a God of challenge.  

The deanery wide campaign has in effect created a safety net by creating a more visible profile for 
prayer. It has encouraged a deepening of prayer life in our churches as people have used the books 
before giving them away, and then continued to pray for individuals who have picked up or been given 
the books. Although many individuals have found it challenging to give the books away (for many 
reasons), some have also realised that the fear or anxiety of doing so was mis-founded and the recipient 
accepted gracefully. We continue to pray for our schools and young people, our communities, and those 
who have been given, taken or found books as well as nurturing those who have found a new 
relationship with Jesus along the way. It is with thanks to the Growth fund that we have been able to use 
the ‘TryPraying’ campaign as a catalyst for rowing and deepening discipleship across the Woodfield 
Team, and as part of the NW Leicester Deanery campaign. 

Rev Canon Vivien Elphick, Team Rector and Area Dean  
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