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Danielle
God has always been part of my life, and today I am stepping fully into the faith that has guided me for so long.

Adam
After moving away from God’s path, recent events have cemented the fact that I want to live my life in faith.

Julie
I was filled with grief and despair after the loss of my husband, then one day a feeling of peace came over me. Despair was replaced with a sense of hope and a feeling that I wasn’t alone; that someone was with me giving me the strength to carry on.

Tracy 
My mind, of late, has been on the coming of my new grandchild: a new life, a new beginning, exciting times with the arrival of my new grandson coming at a perfect time in my thinking of what I will say today.
Today is a very special day for me as it marks a new beginning, a new chapter with Christ.
John 3:3 a conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus: ‘Noone can see the kingdom unless they are born again.’ I have been lost for a while but through being guided to St Catherine’s I have been brought to a place where my spiritual birth has been relit.
When a child, I would say every night with my sister the first stanza of the hymn Gentle Jesus Meek and Mild by Charles Wesley as a prayer, at the end saying Amen. Both of us would shout ‘Said our prayers, Mummy!’ It’s been a prayer that has stayed with me all my life, focussing on a child’s desire to be like Jesus.
Matthew19: 13-15  is also a Bible reading that from a child has remained close to me. After the disciples had been rebuked by Jesus for turning the children away Jesus says: ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them: for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’
Approaching God with childlike faith and humility has been a reminder for me, and I come today with a humble simplicity as a child to accept the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Alex
I feel honoured and blessed to be standing in front of you as I take this next step in my journey in faith through confirmation. For me, it’s a decision I’ve made because I’ve come to realise just how much I need Jesus Christ in my life.
When I look back at the times I tried to do life without Jesus, when I tried to handle everything on my own, it was chaos. I felt confused, lost and overwhelmed. Without Jesus I felt like I was drifting with no direction. But every time I turned back to Him, He brought peace into the middle of that chaos. He gave me strength when I had none. He reminded me that I wasn’t alone. That’s why I am choosing to be confirmed. I want my life to be rooted in Jesus. I want to walk with Him every day, not just on Sundays or when life gets hard, but always. Because I’ve learned that I can’t do this life without Him and I don’t want to.
This journey has also opened my eyes to how much more I need to grow in my faith. I’ve been a believer but now I want to be a disciple. I want to grow. I want to serve. I want to be someone who reflects the love of Christ in everything I do.
I’m also learning to trust God more, not just with the big things, but with everything. It’s not always easy. Trusting God means letting go of control, and sometimes that’s hard. But the more I lean into Him, the more I realise He is faithful. He knows what’s best for me and He never lets me down.
So today I’m not just saying Yes to confirmation, I’m saying Yes to a relationship with Jesus Christ which I want to grow deeper every day. I am saying Yes to trusting in the Lord, even when I don’t have all the answers. I’m saying Yes to living a life that honours Him.
Thank you to everyone who has supported me on this journey: my family, my church and my mentors. I’m excited for what God has in store, and I pray that my life will always be a reflection of His grace and love.
